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Dea;S;~~owell
On March 26, 2004, the President set out a bold new vision for broadband in America,
establishing a national goal for universal and affordable accessto broadband technologies by
2007. The President said in his Innovation speechon Monday, "a proper role for the government
is to clear regulatory hurdles so those who are going to make investments do SO.,,1As part of
achieving the President's broadband vision, I am writing to encouragethe Commission to
continue its efforts to create a pro-investment environment for broadband deployment.
As the President stated,the Administration supported the Commission's decision in the
Triennial Review Order "to eliminate burdensomeregulations on new broadband networks.,,2
This portion of the order was affirmed by the D.C. Circuit Court, providing a powerful incentive
for incumbents and new entrants alike to invest in new broadband infrastructure.
The Commission now has before it petitions seeking to clarify the unbundling
requirements applicable to fiber loops serving residential multiunit premises. These petitions
give the Commission an opportunity to eliminate lingering regulatory uncertainty and to continue
its efforts to create a pro-investment environment for broadband. Commission action on the
petitions will increasethe incentive for fimls to invest in broadband facilities and services and
help spur deployment of cutting edgebroadband networks acrossthe United States. I therefore

1 PresidentGeorgeW. Bush,Remarksat the AmericanAssociationof CommunityCollegesAnnualConvention,
MinneapolisConventionCenter,Minneapolis,Minnesota(April 26, 2004)(availableat
h ://www.whitehouse.ov/news/releases/2004/04/20040426-6.html.
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urge the Commission to act on the petitions as expeditiously as possible in order to clarify the
treatment of fiber-to-the-home to include fiber loops serving residential multiunit premises.

Sincerely,

Michael D. Gallagher
Acting AssistantSecretaryfor
Communicationsand Information
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